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not — is quite fully considered. The author controverts quite strongly 
the position of Catholic writers who deny that Wessel was a Protestant. 
Thus he states that Wessel's theses on indulgences quite outdistance 
those of Luther in 1517. He seems to be right in this contention, 
although it is evident that Wessel is clearer on some doctrines than on 
others — clearer on justification by faith than on the Lord's Supper. 
He emphasizes the symbolical character- of the Lord's Supper, though 
at one place (II. 57, ad fin.) he speaks of the corporeal presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist. But we need not be surprised at this. The 
Reformers before the Reformation came out of the grave of medievalism 
like Lazarus, with the grave-clothes on. Huss doctrinally was behind 
Wessel, for he held to transubstantiation. Some doubts have even been 
suggested about Wycliffe on this point. The wonder is not that these 
Pre-Reformers did not come out more clearly toward Protestantism, but 
that they came as far as they did. 

The influence of Wessel on the Reformers is clearly shown. Luther 
rejected Wessel's view of the Eucharist . and sent Wessel's work to 
Oecolampadius, who sent it to Zwingli, who accepted it. Wessel thus 
prepared the way for the ultimate division between the Lutherans and 
Reformed in the Reformation. We commend the work heartily for its 
thoroughness and freshness. 

James I. Good. 

Chartes du Chapitre de Samte-Waudru de Mons. Recueillies et 
publiees par Leopold Devillers. Publication terminee par 
Ernest Matthieu. Tome quatrieme. [Academie Royale de 
Belgique: Commission Royale d'Histoire.] (Brussels: Kiessling 
et Compagnie. Pp. 839.) 

The voluminous collection of the charters and documents pertain- 
ing to the Chapter of St. Waudru in Mons, Hainaut, in Belgium, begun 
by Leopold Devillers in 1899, has been brought to a close by Ernest 
Matthieu, although he proposes to add a supplement of further, data 
found elsewhere. This fourth volume contains charters from January 
9, 153 1, to the suppression of the chapter at the end of the eighteenth 
century. As in the earlier volumes, the major part of the documents 
are simply analyzed and their contents noted; — a useful measure as there 
are 3083 pieces in all. A few, pertaining to the reign of the archdukes 
and approved by them in 1617, appear in full. 

The canonesses were among the Belgians who keenly resented the 
attempts of Joseph II. to introduce innovations of his own choice into 
Church as well as State. They submitted to the changes for a brief 
period only and then returned to the old order. 

There are stories to be picked out of the records, had anyone the 
patience to be a gleaner over the field for the pure amusement of find- 
ing bits of human nature. The chapter did not confine itself to spiritual 
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duties. The administrators were very keen in regard to all financial 
privileges. For instance, they were entitled to two-thirds of a tithe on 
the proceeds of a verjuice factory in their neighborhood, and they were 
very jealous of any infringement, so that Barbe Samine, widow of 
Jean d'Audenarde, was forcibly reminded that she had no right to the 
product of her own sour grapes without paying toll. 

The citizens of Mons were not invariably at peace with the ladies. 
The prayer bells were too constant to suit the taste of the burghers, and 
the ringing was, at last, regulated by the civil courts — a compromise that 
probably did not suit either party, the one still finding the noise too 
frequent, and the other the calls too few. 

It is evident that many of the residents in the chapter were there for 
other reasons than vocational. Charles V. enacted a regulation about 
absences without leave — a regulation that suggests that freedom of ac- 
tion had been indulged in by the sisters. This was not unnatural if 
they were there purely as a provision for their future. The reception 
of Catherine d'Ongnies, aged three years and nine months, shows what 
the method was in noble families with many daughters to settle in life 
according to their station. 

In addition to such bits of social gossip, the records have, of course, 
a real merit in furnishing forth many details about agriculture, house- 
hold arts, and manufacture. In all these the chapter had an interest 
as its industrial operations- were fairly extensive. 

R. P. 

The Political History of Poland. By Edward H. Lewinski-Cor- 
win, Ph.D. (New York: The Polish Book Importing Com- 
pany. 1917. Pp. xv, 628. $3.00.) 

In this work, the author traces the long and complicated, but in- 
teresting, history of Poland from the time when the Poles first entered 
their present home until the declaration of Polish independence by 
Germany and Austria in 191 6. Four chapters are devoted to the 
early period up to the union with Lithuania in the fourteenth century, 
five to the Polish medieval empire, three to its downfall, one to the 
Grand Duchy of Warsaw, four to the period after the Congress of 
Vienna, and the last to the Polish Question and the Great War. 

The author points out in the preface that he has endeavored to give 
" an accurate account of the political and social evolution of Poland, 
based especially and largely on Polish sources of information", and has 
tried to " steer clear of extremes ". In the main, he has succeeded 
admirably and has presented a very able and lucid account of the history 
of that country. 

The work wisely refrains from venturing a judgment on the famous 
Piast controversy, or from explaining the high state of the development 
of paganism among the Slavs who lived to the west of the Poles. The 



